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r.O.Box    77V 

Worcester,    i,   Mass 
October   15,    11j44 


Dr.   I ou i s   A ,H ar r en 

Box  1110 

JTort   j/ayne,    Indiana 

Dear  Doctor  »arren* 

I  am  writing  to  ask  if  you  can  give  me  some  inform- 
ation regarding  an  oil  painting  about  3x4  feet  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  signed  by  "Garvalho,  1865" . 

This  is  a  full  length  portrait  of  bearded  Lincoln 
facing  right.  In  upper  right  is  dome  of  Japitol,  under 
which  are  shown  three  figures  in  classical  Greek  attire, 
one  of  whom  is  advancing  and  pointing  a  finger  at  Lin- 
coln, an  allegorical  rendering  of  Diogenes,  etc. 

The  portrait  is  somewhat  unlike  any  of  the  usual  photos 
and  although  the  artist  did  not  "capture''  Lincoln,  the 
work  shows  a  high  degree  of  skill.  I  have  searched  in 
vain  for  notice  of  this  artist  and  cannot  find  that  Lin- 
coln sat  for  him. 

I  am  not  certain  if  the  owner  will  sell  this  painting 
but  if  so,  I  am  wondering  how  much  I  should  pay  for  it. 
I  would  purchase  for  resale  to  someone  like  you  or  some 
collector.  Gould  you  tell  me  of  some  recent  sales  of 
similar  works,  other  than  the  famous  Healy  painting, 

I  dont  know  whether  this  would  sell  for  $100.  orv10U0. 
and  I  cannot  tell  how  much  the  owner  may  expect,  The 
owner  is  well-to-do  and  is  not  obliged  to  sell. so  I 
know  I  3an  discount  any  prospects  of  a  "bargain". 

If  you  can  help  me  out  in  any  way  I  will  appreciate 
your  advice. 

;  p  e  c  t  f  ul  1 .7/?  .7  our  s 


am  in 


Lh 


October  20,   I9fc* 


Mr.  Benjamin  J.   Tlghe 
P.O.  Box  No.  777 
Worcester,  1,  Mass 

My  dear  Mr.  Tlghe: 

I  regret  I  can  give  you  no  information  about  the 
painting  signed  by  OarvaXho  ee  the  name  doee  not  appear  In 
our  rather  .extensive  painting  file. 

I  could  not  help  you  come  to  any  decision  upon 
tile  price  of  the  portrait,  and  possibly  you  might  as  veil 
have  said  in  your  letter  that  you  did  not  know  whether  it 
would  sell  for  $1,000,  $100,  or  $10,000,  and  I  do  not  think 
even  the  picture  expert  could  com©     that  close  either. 

It  seems  to  me  the     only  method  of  procedure  would 
be  to  buy  It  as  cheaply  as  possible  and  then  try  and  make  a 
profit  on  it. 

Somewhere  I  have  seen  an  engraving  of  this  picture, 
I  believe,  but  I  cannot  now  locate  It* 

We  would  not  be  Interested  in  the  acquisition  of 
the  original  painting. 

Very  truly  yours, 


IAW:£B  Director 


Marcn  16,  l$k& 


Itr.  3enjamin  J«  llgaa 
P.  0.  Box  2to.  777 
Worcester,  1,  Mass, 

!$•  door  Hr.  H^he: 

On  October  25,  19*i4  you  urot©  vita  respect  to  a 
painting  of  Lincoln  "by  Carvalho*  We  are  wondering  if  yoa 
vere  able  to  acquire  this  painting  as  apparently  it  va* 
owned  locally  ana  yon  felt  that  it  waa  available. 

Please  let  us  Taxm  anything  furt&er  that  may  nave 
"been  laamed  about  it* 

Tery  truly  yours, 


Director 
LAW:GM 
I»»A»Warren 


Post  Office  Box  777 
Worcester  1,  Mass. 
March  18,  1948 


Dr.   Louis  A.Warren 

Lincoln   National   life  foundation 

Fort   V'/a0yne,    Indiana 

Lear    Doctor: 

In  reply  to  yours  of  the  16th,  in  reference  to 
the  old  portrait  of  Lincoln,  I  regret  to  say  that  I  have 
so  far  been  unable  to  persuade  the  owner  to  part  with  it 
I  have  made  offers  running  up  into  three  figures  and  arn 
nopeful  that  the  owner  will  weaken  one  of  these  uays  to 
the  extent  of  accepting  my  offer. 

The  painting  is  signed  by  Oarvalho  and  dated 
1865,  and,  is  in  excellent  condition. 

I  would  be  very  glad  to  knpw  whether  you  were 
able  to  locate  the  print  that  you  recalled  having  seen, 
that  showed  a  similar  apotheosis. 

truly ^  y/3u9s^ 
Benjamin  J.^ighe 


Claire  Carvalho 


2916  Olive  Ave.   N.W. 
Washington  7.    D.C* 
Feb. 9th,    1948 


Dr.  L0uis  A.  Warren, 

Director  of  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 


Dear  Sirs 

An   article,  yesterday,  in  the  .Sunday  Picture  Magazine 
of  the  Washington  Post  reports  of  your  wonderful  collection  on 
Lincoln.  I  am  therefore  writing  to  you  for  the  following 
information  which  I  will  deeply  appreciate  receiving  if  you 
have  it. 

My  -grandfather  -  S.N. Carvalho  was  an  artist  .He 
painted  the  portraits  of  many  well  known  people  in  his  lifetime. 
After  his  return  from  the  Fifth  -Expedition  (  the  last)  of 
General  Fremont  across  the  Rockies  in  1854  (  he  went  as  the 
artist  of  that  Expedition)  he  painted  a  picture  of  Mr.  Lincoln. 
I  have  been  told  by  my  father  David  N,  Carvalho  who  was  also 
noted  as  a  handwriting  expert  in  many  famous  cases  -  that  this 
picture  of  Lincoln  was  hanging  in  some  public  building.  I  do 
not  seem  to  find  it  here  in  Washington.   This  picture  shows 
Lincoln  sitting  in  an  armchair.  A  man  (  supposedly  Demosthanese 
is  entering  the'^Coor*^wTiSB  .    uternTne  is  looking  for  an  honest 
man.  He  is  pointing  to  Lincoln. 

As  I  am  doing  a  book  about  my  Grandfather's  life  at 
this  period  -  I  am  wondering  if  you  have  any  data-  not  only 
in  connection  with  this  oil  painting-  but  in  any  form  at  all. 
If  you  have  anything  relating  to  S.N. Carvalho,  will  you  let  me 
know  at  your  convenience? 

With  thanks  in  advance  for  your  courtesy,  I  am 


(Miss) 


February  26,  1948 


Miss  Claire  Carvalho 
2916  Olive  Ave.  H.W. 
Washington,  7,  3.  C. 

Dear  Kiss  Carvalho: 

We  regret  to  advise  you  that  Br,  Macron  is 
at  present  cm  tJie  Pacific  coast  on  a  speaking  tour.    He  is  eae- 
pected  to  return  to  the  office  about  March  15th  at  which  time 
I  will  "bring  your  letter  to  his  attention* 

?ery  truly  yours, 


Margaret  Moel.ering 
Secretary  to  Br.  barren 


March  31,  19h& 


My  dear  Madam: 

Beck  at  137  desk  again  after  an  extensive  trip  on 
the  Western  Coast  I  find  your  letter  of  February  9. 

I  have  been  in  touch  with  Mr,  Benjamin  J.  Tighe, 
Box  Ho,  7TF,  Worcester,  1,  Massachusetts,  to  learn  if  he  had 
acquired  a  painting  "by  Carvalho,  about  which  you  wrote  me 
some  years  ago,     I  just  received  a  note  fron  him  indicating 
that  the  painting  is  still  in  possession  of  the  long  time 
owner  and  he  has  been  unable  to  get  lilra  to  place  a  price  on 
it,     1  think  possibly  you  raight  write  to  Mr,  Tighe  and  he 
could  give  you  more  inf  ©relation  about  the  painting  in  detail. 
I  am  sorry  we  cannot  be  of  more  assistance, 

Verj  truly  yours } 


LflW:KB  Director 


A 


t 


Claire  Carvalho 


2916  Olive  Ave.  N.W. 
Washington  7«  -D.C.  . 
April  29th,  1948 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Sir: 

Would  have  acknowledged  your  kind  letter  of 
March  31st,  but  have  been  out  of  town.  It  was  exceedingly 
nice  of  you  to  have  given  rae  the  information  regarding 
the  painting  done  by  my  Grandfather,  5. IT. Carvalho.   I  am 
writing  to  Mr.  Benjamin  J.  Tighe  as  you  suggested  in 
Worcester,  Mass. 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for  your  cooperation. 


Sincerely, 


LINCOLN  SESQUICENTENNIAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  CALIFORNIA 


Directors 

JUSTIN  G.  TURNER 
Chairman  of  the  Board 

RALPH  G.  LINDSTROM 
President 

MORT  R.  LEWIS 
Vice-President 

WARREN  HOWELL 

Vice-President 
ROBERT    L.    BORLAND,    Sr. 
MERRELL  GAGE 
• 

FRANK  B.  PUTNAM 
Secretary-Treasurer 
P.O.  Box  2097, 
Los  Angeles  54,  California 

• 

Advisory  Council 
(Now  in  formation) 

Harry  S.  Ackerman 
Raymond  B.  Allen 
Gustave  0.  Arlt 
Frank  C.   Baxter 
Julius  Bisno 
Francis  J.  Bowman 
Martin    Burge 
William  W.  Clary 
Joe  Crail 
Arthur  C.  Coons 
Norman   Corwin 
Ben  F.  Dixon 
Lawrence  E.  Doyle 
Brainerd   Dyer 
Charles  K.  Hart 
Frederick  P.  Hard 
Sherrill   Halbert 
Carl   Haverlin 
Andrew  Horn 
Robert  R.  Kirsch 
Rufus  B.  von  KleinSmid 
Arthur  Kooker 
Harold   Lamb 
Sol   Lesser 
Stephen    Longstreet 
James  M.  Merrill 
Jay  Monaghan 
Bill  Murphy 
Abraham  P.  Nasatir 
Allan   Nevins 
Pat  O'Brien 
John  M.  Pomfret 
Lawrence  Clark  Powell 
Maurice  Ries 
F.  Ray  Risdon 
Andrew   Rolle 
George  E.  Ross 
Dore  Senary 
Milton  Shutes 
Milton   Sperling 
Robert  Gordon  Sproul 
Irving   Stone 
Maurice  Turner 
Harold   Watt 
Gordon  Williams 
Jake  Zeitlin 


A  non-profit  corporation 

6305  YUCCA  STREET,  HOLLYWOOD  28,  CALIFORNIA 
TELEPHONE  Hollywood  3-5118 

September  10th,  1958. 

Mr.  E.  Gerald  McMurtry, 
Lincoln  Lore, 

Lincoln  National  Foundation, 
F  t .  Wayne ,  I nd  ia  na . 

My  dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

My  brother  and  I  purchased  the  Carvalho  painting 
of  Lincoln  for  presentation  to  the  Lincoln  Room  of  the 
new  American  Civilization  Center  at  Brandeis  University. 
A  copy  of  this  portrait  can  be  found  in  Carvalho »s  "In- 
cidents of  Travel  and  Adventure  in  the  Far  West",  with 
the  introduction  by  Bertram  W.  Korn,  published  by  the 
Jewish  Publication  Society,  in  19 5*+.   This  painting,  as 
well  as  the  one  by  Blythe  in  the  Karolik  collection  in 

as  the  original  of  the  steel  engraving 

entered  by  an  Act  of  Congress  in  1865, 

M.  P.  Beers,  are  the  only  two  others  which,  to  my 

allegorical  attributes.  Have  you  any 

to  the  original  painting  from  which  the 


Boston,  as  well 
by  H.  B.  Hall, 


knowledge,  have 
information  as 

Hall  engraving  was  made,  and  where  it  might  be  located? 
Can  you  advise  me  if  you  have  knowledge  of  any  other 
Lincoln  portraits  which  have  allegorical  attributes? 
Any  information  you  can  give  me  relative  to  the  fore- 
going will  be  greatly  appreciated,  as  I  will  prepare  a 
monograph  in  connection  with  the  Carvalho  painting. 

If  you  have  an  extra  copy  of  Lincoln  Lore  No. 1097, 
and  10^7,  I  would  appreciate  receiving  same. 

We  recently  organized  and  incorporated  the  Lincoln 
Sesquicentennial  Association  for  the  purpose  of  properly 
celebrating  the  Sesquicentennial  next  year.  We  hope  to  pub- 
lish a  volume  possibly  entitled,  "Californians  Look  at 
Lincoln",  containing  15  monographs  by  Californians,  cover- 
ing some  aspect  of  Lincolniana.  We  already  have  nine  ac- 
ceptances and  will  get  to  work  on  this  actively  as  soon  as 
the  other  six  come  in  and  the  titles  are  definite.  When 
are  you  coming  out  this  way?   With  kindest  regards,  I  am, 


Sincerely, 


JGT:sz 


n  G.  Turner 


September  16,  1958 


Mr,  Justin  G.  Turner 
6305  Yucca  Street 
Hollywood  28,  California 

Dear  Mr.  Turners 

T  have  your  letter  regarding  the  Carvalho  painting  of  Lincoln. 
I  am  delighted  to  learn  that  this  work  is  to  be  .<n  exhibit  in  the  Trincoln 
Room  of  the  New  American  Civilization  Center  at  Brandeis  University. 

•I  do  not  have  the  work  "Incidents  of  Travel  and  Adventure  in  the 
Far  West"  with  an  introduction  by  Bertram  W.  Korn,  published  by  the  Jewish 
Publication  Society,  in  1954..  Consequently  I  cannot  check  on  this  painting. 
T  do  not  think  that  I  have  ever  seen  it.  Consequently  I  can  be  of  little 
help  to  you  in  your  work  of  compiling  information  on  its  allegorical 
attributes.  Neither  am  I  acquainted  with  the  painting  by  Blythe  in  the 
Karolik  collection  in  Boston. 

We  do  have,  I  think,  the  steel  engraving  by  R.  B.  Hall  with  an 
allegorical  rendering  of  Diogenes,  I  can  think  of  no  other  engraving  or 
painting  with  an  allegorical  attribute. 

Our  painting  file  does  contain  some  correspondence  from  Claire 
Carvalho  and  Benjamin  J.  Tighe  (who  entered  into  some  negotiations  to  purchase 
the  painting).  Incidentally  Tighe  "searched  in  vain  for  notice  of  this 
artist  and  could  not  find  that  Lincoln  sat  for  hi". 

I  have  no  information  as  to  the  original  painting  from  which  the 
Hall  engraving  was  made. 

We  are  happy  to  eend  you  Lincoln  Lores  Nos,  1097  and  104-7. 

I  am  glad  to  know  that  a  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial  Association  of 
California  has  been  organized.  I  am  pleased  that  the  Association  will  publish 
the  fifteen  monagraphs  entitled  "Californians  Look  at  Lincoln". 

Sincerely, 


RGM:hw  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


Manuscripts 
Vol.  XII  -  No.   2 
Spring,   I960 


Carvalho  Portrait 

The  tamed  portrait  of  Lincoln  by 
Solomon  Nunes  Carvalho  has  been 
presented  to  Brandeis  University  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Justin  G.  Turner,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Maurice  Turner,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  J.  Mack  of  Los  An- 
geles. Dated  1865,  it  is  the  only 
known  portrait  of  Lincoln  by  a  con- 
temporary Jewish  artist.  A  pamphlet 
commemorating  the  gift  and  the  Ses- 
quicentennial  year,  with  an  introduc- 
tion by  Abraham  L.  Sachar.  president 
of  Brandeis,  and  notes  by  Justin  Tur- 
ner, was  printed  in  an  edition  of  350 
copies  by  the  Plantin  Press  in  Los 
Angeles. 

Manuscripts 
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